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‘MANTA’ ATTRACTION ANIMAL FACT SHEET 

After the thrill of riding Manta, guests can enjoy the chance to touch, feed and experience a variety of graceful rays and fascinating fishes.  More than 60 rays and hundreds of fishes will be on display as part of Manta.
Often called batoids, this group that may be found in a variety of shapes, sizes and habitats, include stingrays, skates, sawfish, guitarfish and manta rays.  Like sharks, rays are fish with skeletons made of cartilage instead of bone.  The main difference between sharks and rays is that rays have bottom-facing gill slits, while sharks have gill slits on the side.  Many species are endangered or threatened by overfishing, accidental bycatch or ocean pollution.  
Round rays are a species that like to bury themselves in the sand to avoid predators.  As a result, many unsuspecting beachgoers are stung when walking into the ocean.  To avoid being stung, swimmers can do the “stingray shuffle”:  shuffle your feet as you wade into the water to alert the resting rays.  If stung by one of their venomous tails, soaking the wound in hot water will lessen the pain.                          

Mantas are the largest species of rays and on SeaWorld’s new coaster, riders will feel like they are a giant manta — gliding, twisting and diving through the ocean.                                                                       

While real mantas will not be on display at the new attraction, more than 60 rays of three different species will be, including:
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For more information, contact SeaWorld Public Relations at (619) 226-3929.
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Bat Ray – Reaching as wide as six feet across and weighing as much as 200 pounds, these graceful animals are found from the coast of Oregon to the Gulf of California, Mexico.  They are well suited for their soft-bottom seafloor habitat, where they hunt for clams, worms and crustaceans by using suction to pull prey into their mouths and crushing them with rows of flattened teeth.  SeaWorld aquarists keep the bat rays’ stinging spines clipped to make them safe to touch and feed.  Clipping spines is similar to clipping human fingernails.
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Diamond Stingray – Typically smaller than a bat ray, stingrays can reach as wide as three feet with the females usually larger than the males.  Found along the Eastern Pacific Ocean from Southern California to Peru to as far away as the Galápagos Islands, these bottom-dwelling rays make their homes near kelp beds.  
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Shovelnose Guitarfish – This species is aptly named because its body is longer than it is wide and its snout is sharply pointed.  As most rays, it is camouflaged from the water’s surface with a darker top and lighter bottom.  Found along the coastline from San Francisco to the Gulf of California, these rays can have a litter size from one to 28 pups with a gestation period of up to three months.  Guitarfish are often intentionally caught in Mexican fisheries and accidentally in gillnets and trawlers.                                                                                          
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MEET THE FISHES: Osteichthyes, commonly known as bony fishes, are cold-blooded vertebrates that breathe through gills and use fins for swimming. Bony fishes share several distinguishing features:  a skeleton of bone, scales, paired fins, one pair of gill openings, jaws and paired nostrils.  Found in almost every body of water:  tropical, temperate and polar seas as well as virtually all fresh water environments, most bony fish populations are decreasing as demand for fish is increasing.  As part of Manta, guests can learn more about a variety of bony fishes, including white sturgeon, Pacific mackerel, Pacific sardine, rainbow surf perch (pictured here) and rock wrasse.








